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CURRENT CORE PROGRAM
PRIORITY ACTIVITIES

Menitering off Nass
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Project activities - 2009
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% Nisga'a Community

Assessment Programs:

Fishwheel & Meziadin Program (NLG Funded)

Gingit Creek Sockeye AUC Surveys (DFO)

Damdochax Creek Sockeye Enumeration (DFO)
Kwinageese River Sockeye Enumeration (NLG Funded)
Upper Nass Chinook Escapement Surveys (DFO Funded)

Upper Nass Chinook Sentinel Program —Biometrics &
Kwinageese Weir (PSC Funded)

Lower Nass Coho AUC Surveys (NLG Funded)
Kincolith Chinook Mark-recapture — (SEP Funded)

Lower Nass Chum DNA and habitat monitoring (NLG
Funded)

Catch Monitoring:

Salmon Catch (NLG Funded)

Sale Fishery Marine Patrols (NLG Funded)

Abalone Patrols (Habitat Stewardship Protection Program)
Eulachon Catch (NLG Funded)

Kincolith River Sport Catch Monitoring (NLG Funded)
Training:

MED3 & SVOP Training (NLG Funded)

Habitat Programs & Other:

Kincolith Hatchery Revitalization Project (SEP)

Biotoxicity Program (DFO Funded)
Food fish and IS sale permitting
Marine Conservation Youth Program (HSP Funded)
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Nass Fishwheel Salmon Catches 2009

Numbers of each species of salmon caught and tagged at six fishwheels on the Nass River, 1 June to 12 September 2009,

Chinook Sockeye Coho Steelhead Pink  Chum
Location Catch Catch Catch Catch  Taggedor Catch  Catch

FW Adults® Jacks Tagged Adults® Jacks Tagged Adults® Jacks Tagged Adults®  punched  Adults  Adults

Gitwinksihlkw (GW)
1 29 4886 795 3209 3166 63 255/ 11,453
2 89 10498 1576 7184 3182 86 2502 12,551

sub-total 118 15386 2371 10393 6348 149 5059 24,004

Grease Harbour (GH)
151 6,518 1,83 1339 8 3436 10
40 4229 1,618 2,719 106 3,309 4
162 10,796 2,903 6,534 233 8,179 17
147 6,497 2,079 3330 129 3,192 3

sub-total 500 28,040 7,783 13922 550 18,116 34

Grand Total 618 43426 10154 10393 20270 699 42,120 108
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Nass River Sockeye Test Fishery

Annual Error using Historical Catch Indices & Mark-recapture Techniques at
Gitwinksilkw Fishwheels - 1994-2009

100.0%

80.0% A

60.0%

40.0% -

20.0%

oo M _ B _ ﬁ W == = =
-20.0% I .—J I

-40.0%

% Error

-60.0%

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Sockeye Chinook Coho

Post- Season Estimate
31,781 227,951

Run size estimate to Gitwinksilkw (GW) fishwheels 280,161

259,981 23,879 166,277
-1% -25% -27%

In-season estimate to GW fishwheels
% Difference of in-season to post-season

243,826 28,038 215,898

Net Escapement Estimate Above Gitwinksihlkw




SUMMARY OF NISGA’A FISHERIES SALMON
ASSESSMENT DATA:
2009

Summer
Sockeye Chlnook Coho  Chum Pink  Steelhead

-q_a—
—-a_a—
Kwinageese  [NFsuvey | 00| 764] 58} | | |
Tseax  [NFsuvey | | | | 12l 29 |

Gingit  |AUCEstimae | 934 | | | | |
Zolzap  [NFsuveys | | | 2070f O} 0} |
Ansedegan  [NFsuveys | | | 118} o f 00} |
Ginlulak  [NFsuveys | | | 8o | |
Diskangieq  [NFsurveys | | | s0f | |
Ksedin  [NFsurvey [ | | | 5] = 2989 |
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MEZIADINFADULT SOCKEYE RETURN 2009 — 166,547

(Escapement goal — 160,000)

640,000 T
600,000 -
560,000
520,000
480,000
440,000
400,000 1
360,000 1
320,000 1
280,000 |
240,000
200,000 -
160,000 1 — —
120,000 §| | — = - =
80,000 +
40,000
o+ L b L

1989 [

1985
1986
1987
1988
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009



Non-Meziadin Sockeye
Research — Gingit Creek

Run Timing of Gingit Sockeye Salmon Tagged at the MNass River Test Fishery
(Gitwinlsihllw Fishwheels 2007-2009)
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Nass Sockeye Escapement - Gingit and Non-Meziadin
2000-2007
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Nass Sockeye Escapement - Kwinageese and Non-Meziadin

1992 to 2009
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NON-MEZIADIN AGGREGATE ADULT SOCKEYE RETURN 2009 -
75,422
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Thousands of fish

Nass Sockeye Total Stock Size
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Nass Sockeye Forecasting — Age Predictions
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Nass Seckeye Eerecasting — TRTC Return Predictions

aeg00.006) 7 O Predicted TRTC 2010:
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NASS CHINOOK SENTINEL STOCK
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 2009
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1.

PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS OF NASS
CHINOOK STUDY:

Peplilaticn EStiiates

Achieved a CV ol 13% for the MR
estimate, all sizes peoled;

CV ol 15% Was' paitially, achieved for

S|ze-stratified estimates:

m 149 fer larges
. 35% for mediums (but R =/ 6)

Peeled andl stratified’ estimates were
virtually iaentical (27,332 and 27,97.2)
With mediums acceunting fierr 28% of
population




Return to Nass RIver

Nass Chinook Total Return to Canada
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Nass Area Coho Total Return to Canada

Thousands of fish
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Thousands

Nass Pink Total Return to Canada
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Thousands

Nass Chum Total Return to Canada
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Upper Nass Summer-run Steelhead Return
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SUMMARY OF NISGA’A HARVESTS:
2009

Area/Village Gear Sockeye Chinook Steelhead

Gingolx gillnet 25,214 757 30
angling 0 221 0

Lakalzap gillnet 5,047 413 38
angling 0 20 10

Gitwinksihlkw gillnet 11,022 38
angling 0 0
fishwheel 0

Gitlakdamix gillnet 1,724

angling 30
fishwheel 1,031

Unmonitored harvest estimates > 194 87

Total 69,446 5,383 13,795 24,572
Total FSC * 23,904 3,786 3,389 3,677
Total Sales * 45,542 1,597 10,406 20,895

! Source of data from Nisga'a Fisheries Catch Monitoring Program (Nisga'a Fisheries 2010).
2 Unmonitored catch correction for Chinook in the Lakalzap stratum when no boat surveys could be conducted and for Pink in the Gingolx stratum

during one of the individual-sale fisheries.




SUMMARY OF TRTC & NISGA’A ENTITLEMENT:
2009 (PRELIMINARY DATA)

Sockeye Coho

Canadian Catch
Canadian Commercial 89,748 24,812
Nisga'a Harvest 69,446 13,795
Gitanyow Harvest 8,172 327
Sport - Saltwater 0 2,573
Sport - Freshwater 0 510
Catch Total 167,366 120,602 42,017

Escapement
Upper Nass River 234,512 204,270

Middle & Lower Nass River 9,314 67,289
Outside Nass River 0 78,848
Escapement Total 243,826 872,998 350,408

Total Return to Canada 411,192 993,599 392,425

Return to Canada
Pre-Season Forecast 511,000 1,053,000 119,000
Post-Season (Estimate) 411,192 993,599 392,425

Min. Escapement 100,000 150,000 40,000
Escapement Goal 200,000 225,000 60,000

Nisga'a Allocation
Treaty Entitlement 43,175 5,962 19,200
Harvest Agreement 21,842 114,396
Adjustment for Overharvesting® 0 0 0
Total Allocation 65,017 120,357




Nisga’a Salmon Cumulative Allecation Summary.
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Conservation, Management,& Outreach
Program; 2009:
EXPENENcEs, Sense. of Place, DIscoverng: lalent




Summary: off Accomplisnments:

18 years of successtul programs conducted with public recognition
for excellence in fisheries management (Pacific Fisheries Resource
Conpsernaten Councl Brochlner2009);

Protection off Nass fisheries stocks with accurate In-season
management; tracking of salmoen runs boeth In Canada and Alaska,
and making all escapement goeals i 2009;

Continued training and develepment off Nisgara peeple in technical
and biolegist pesitions;

Developing sustainable fishery management practices where
conservation and fioed fishh needs are prierity over econemic
oppertunities ; and

Active participation in the stewardship of the Nass River
watershed te protect fisheries & wildlife resources and habitat.



